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SAVE THE DATE
New Volunteer Orientation - March 11
Volunteer Zoom Chat - March 24
Movie Drive-in Volunteer Outing -
May 16, 6:30 PM Sterling Heights, MI
***
*** Drive-in info coming soon!

Watch your email for details!!***

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Meredith Carson pg. 3

2021 VOLUNTEER WAIVER
pg. 8

New Volunteer
Orientation
VIRTUAL ORIENTATION ZOOM MEETING
MARCH 11, 5-6 PM  
We will resume New Volunteer Orientations
starting March 11. The orientations will be
offered online via Zoom.
We'll go over volunteer guidelines, how to
use Volgistics (our volunteer management
system), and answer any questions you
may have.
If you would like to attend, please RSVP
using the following link and we'll send you
the Zoom information.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c
4cafa62ba3fd0-newvolunteer
If you cannot make it, no worries! We will
offer more training dates throughout the
spring and summer.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4cafa62ba3fd0-newvolunteer


UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

If you are interested in joining our
mascot team, please email
klleverett@theparade.org.
Once we receive your email, we will
contact you to make arrangements for a
costume fitting and training.

CLOWNIE'S NEEDED!

Every year, we get more and more requests for our beloved
mascot, Clownie, to make appearances around metro-Detroit!
Besides the Parade and Ford Fireworks, Clownie is asked to
appear at grand openings, charity events, and sponsor events.

 We need more volunteers to wear the Clownie mascot costume
and represent TPC at events throughout the year.
Volunteer duties include waving and greeting guests and posing
for photos. Must have a friendly personality and enjoy interacting
with people of all ages. You must be able to fit into the costume
and head and walk around in costume for extended periods of
time.

Your Safety is our Priority
You will be required to wear a mask (inside the mascot head) and
socially distance while volunteering. The Clownie mascot head
and costume are cleaned and disinfected before and after each
appearance. All of our scheduled appearances follow state and
local guidelines.

BECOME A TOUR GUIDE!

Do you have the gift of gab?
Do you love to meet new people?
Do you love The Parade? ...
then, this one is for you!!!  

We are looking for more wonderful volunteers to join our
tour program. You'll receive training, learn historical and
fun facts about our Studio and The Parade, and you'll
join a fantastic network of great volunteers. If you are
interested in becoming a tour guide, please send an
email to: smorris@theparade.org.

If you are an Amazon shopper, please don't forget to use the Amazon Smile link to support the
Parade the next time you make a purchase!
Every time someone orders an item on Amazon (using the Amazon Smile link), Amazon will
donate .5% to our charity (Michigan Thanksgiving Parade). All items are eligible.
It's not much, but if we all do it - a little can add up to a lot!!
Please use the following link when ordering from Amazon: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-
2460378  You must use this link in order for Amazon to donate to our charity! 

mailto:klleverett@theparade.org
mailto:smorris@theparade.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EZqNmHSe6fl0iMiP5BH_fIu0Ed63Ni3maY4v9I1eKK_muQCmrpq8xjRmbQqiD1u2lmP1zKm9_oGI8ZCrKhKeZnNaNx6p2AV8_S9joTkonXRqnLLe_L0XCFgrKQObyaurcKAj9B1rcoKilacnJZkeyDiPtXBPo0h0pCQ9t7Mbipg=&c=xmBgN0n4AdUOg9cD2pLIBcKYkC2soWpi3sB0w2YvkGcJt47B1CnSOA==&ch=I-6b3fKAxtVPjiNdtndpjB-cJ9EIOckDXxhhtVhrtEF8VQt1eg4q-Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EZqNmHSe6fl0iMiP5BH_fIu0Ed63Ni3maY4v9I1eKK_muQCmrpq8xjRmbQqiD1u2lmP1zKm9_oGI8ZCrKhKeZnNaNx6p2AV8_S9joTkonXRqnLLe_L0XCFgrKQObyaurcKAj9B1rcoKilacnJZkeyDiPtXBPo0h0pCQ9t7Mbipg=&c=xmBgN0n4AdUOg9cD2pLIBcKYkC2soWpi3sB0w2YvkGcJt47B1CnSOA==&ch=I-6b3fKAxtVPjiNdtndpjB-cJ9EIOckDXxhhtVhrtEF8VQt1eg4q-Q==


 MEREDITH CARSON

What do you get when you pair a fun-loving person whose specialty is fixing smiles with
a non-profit whose specialty is creating smiles? If you ask Meredith Carson, she’ll tell
you the answer is over a decade of rewarding fun!

Since 2008, Meredith Carson has been a volunteer superstar at the Parade Company.
Outside of her day job fixing smiles (as an orthodontic assistant), Meredith spends her
free time sharing smiles and spreading cheer through her volunteer work at the Parade
Company.   

Smart, outgoing, and unbelievably patient, Meredith is one of our amazing float driving
trainers who shares her wealth of Parade knowledge with new volunteers.
“I absolutely love seeing people who are starting out just like me and making them feel at
ease with how the float team works,” said Meredith. “I’ve loved the bonds I’ve made on
the float team, and it’s a very big honor being a trainer! “

In the last few years, Meredith has moved out of the state twice: once to Chicago and
later to Ohio (where she now resides). Despite the long commute, Meredith has never
missed a Parade. “Moving hasn’t interfered at all,” she says. “I live in Columbus, Ohio
now, and I’m closer to Detroit, but even when I lived in Chicago (about a 4.5-hour drive),
I still made it up for float training and the Parade.”
Now that’s dedication.
We are so thankful for incredible volunteers like Meredith and are thrilled to feature her
as this month’s Volunteer Spotlight!
***********************
Q: How long have you been volunteering for The Parade Company?
A: I have been with The Parade Co since 2008, so well over 13 years!
Q: How did you get involved with The Parade Company? What or who inspired
you?
A: I had a friend who volunteered with her family at the Parade each year, and she told
me about it. The next thing I knew, I was painting and practically at the studio every day
during Parade season.



Q: Has the Parade always been a tradition in your family? 
A: So, I “voluntold” my parents that they should come volunteer at the studio, and they
did! My mom volunteers in sewing and costuming. My dad did balloon handling with me
one year, and now he works in Costuming with my mom on Thanksgiving morning. My
boyfriend is also involved now and will be working with me on the float team.
Q: Favorite volunteer memory?
A: Getting an action photo of me handling the rainbow fish balloon a few years ago! It’s
an action shot I still cherish to this day!
Q: What do you love about the Parade?
A: I absolutely love the energy on Parade morning and the excitement leading up to that
day! I also love how much I have grown with the Parade throughout the years.
Q: Favorite TPC event and why?
A: My favorite is Hob Nobble Gobble by far! I’ve gone as a volunteer, but I’m ultra-
excited to go as a guest next time!
Q: Funniest volunteer moment?
A: I’d have to say chasing a stray hubcap down the route from the Disco Dogs float! It
was a little windy that day.
Q: Do you volunteer for other organizations? 
A: I volunteer for quite a few conventions and events that raise money for various
charities and animal rescues every year.
Q: Best advice you’ve ever been given …
A: The past is your past for a reason. Look forwards, not back.
Q: What advice would you give to new volunteers at TPC?
A: Enjoy your time! Embrace the opportunities and never doubt a new experience! It’s
completely what you make of it, and why not make it magical?
 
 



Favorite places to travel: 
Disney World and Pittsburgh, PA!! 

Pets: I have an Australian Shepherd named Primrose. She’s my
princess and best fur baby!

Pet peeves: Negativity! And, other people’s hair ... (like stray hairs). 

Something that may surprise you about me ...
I’m a freelance mascot! I dress as "Kenzie" (my furry alter-ego) for
charity fundraisers!!

Favorite restaurant:
It’s a tie between Shin Shin in Windsor or Melt in Columbus.

Kenzie (Meredith) having fun at a charity event Volunteer Super heroes! Meredith and her dad, Calvin Meredith's fav pic handling Rainbow Fish!
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2021 VOLUNTEER FORMS & WAIVERS

We cannot wait to welcome back our volunteers!!!
Please make sure your forms for 2021 are on file, so you'll be ready when we're back in action!

Volunteer Waiver
Be sure to complete and sign a volunteer
waiver for 2021. You must complete a new
waiver every year. Please note: for the
safety of all, we reserve the right to conduct
background checks.  

You can scan/email the completed
document to volunteers@theparade.org,
fax it to 313.923.2920, or mail it to Parade
Company Studio, 9500 Mt. Elliott Detroit,
MI 48211. Send by March 31, 2021.
Please print legibly!!! 

Volunteer Handbook/Code of Conduct
All new volunteers must review and
acknowledge receipt of The Parade
Company's Volunteer
Handbook/Code of Conduct.
The Handbook describes our organization's
guidelines and policies.
After reading the Handbook, we ask that
you print your name, sign and date the
Handbook Acknowledgement on the last
page. Please email or fax (313.923.2920)
the last page of the Volunteer Handbook to
the Volunteer Director by March 31, 2021 
 

VOLUNTEER ZOOM CHATS!!

Volunteer Zoom Chats take place on the fourth Wednesday of every
month! We catch up, get volunteer updates, and play a game or two.
Zoom times are Noon and 6 PM - you can join one or both!
Mark your calendar for the next Zoom Chat on March 24!
NOON ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88091506516?
pwd=YzMvM2pKdVlOcVZzN1ZEbkVEajZqQT09
Meeting ID: 880 9150 6516
Passcode: clownie
6 PM ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88007160794?
pwd=ZXpGWVhkS05XV1kycXZXU1ZpWTZTZz09
Meeting ID: 880 0716 0794
Passcode: clownie

https://files.constantcontact.com/2a554e8c101/5646adbe-3b2c-44cf-9c21-88c693fee82e.pdf
mailto:volunteers@theparade.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/2a554e8c101/56703834-4acb-4912-8ebe-a6e99ff8859c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2a554e8c101/56703834-4acb-4912-8ebe-a6e99ff8859c.pdf
mailto:volunteers@theparade.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88091506516?pwd=YzMvM2pKdVlOcVZzN1ZEbkVEajZqQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88007160794?pwd=ZXpGWVhkS05XV1kycXZXU1ZpWTZTZz09


Goodbye Dear Friend
We were saddened to hear about the passing of Donna
Voytush, one of our long-time dedicated volunteers.
Donna was a big help with events such as the Ford
Fireworks and Detroit River Days.
We will miss her smile and beautiful personality.

Click here to view her obituary.

THE PARADE COMPANY
theparade.org         
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